
Women and Girls Lead partnered with CARE to present an International Women’s Day 
celebration and screening event on March 7, 2012 in Washington, D.C. The event drew 
more than 300 attendees and featured a screening of the critically acclaimed Pray the 
Devil Back to Hell, directed by Gini Reticker and part of the Women, War & Peace PBS 
mini-series. 

A post-screening panel on the role of women in changing the world featured the film’s 
executive producer, Abigail E. Disney; Paula Kerger, president and CEO of PBS; 
and Helene D. Gayle, president and CEO of CARE. The film screening and panel 
were live-streamed online to allow viewers across the country to watch the acclaimed 
documentary and participate in the discussion. 

“Women’s History Month is an important time for public media to call attention to the 
important work of women and girl leaders worldwide,” said Patricia Harrison, President 
and CEO of CPB and chair of Friends of Women and Girls Lead. “It is also a time for 
us to rise to the challenge to ensure that these stories reach audiences every day of 
the year. Women and Girls Lead offers an important model for public media to serve its 
mission in the 21st century.”

In addition the 300 in-person attendees, more than 900 viewed the online social 
screening of Pray the Devil Back to Hell and the following panel. Later on, the event 
was replayed by more than 400 viewers. Their reactions via social media were 
chronicled on ITVS’s Beyond the Box blog.

Twitter user Arielle Rothstein wrote, “Everyone should watch the documentary ‘Pray 
the Devil Back to Hell’ to hear what is really going on w/ women & girls in war-zones.” 
Others were excited about the online film festival: “These documentaries all celebrate 
women’s achievements, and they’re all free right now!” wrote Bonique’a A. Matthews. 

In addition to the online attendee enthusiasm, “the live audience reaction was superb,” 
said Locsi Ferra, Thematic Campaign Manager of Women and Girls Lead. 

In addition, “the panel discussion was inspiring,” said Chi Do, Associate Director of 
Engagement & Education. “CARE conference participants left feeling moved to wield 
the power of storytelling in their meetings on the hill today.”
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Upcoming events

March 1-31, 2012: Women and Girls 
Lead Online Film Festival

In celebration of International Women’s 
Day and Women’s History Month, ITVS 
is presenting an online film festival of 
documentaries showcasing extraordinary 
women and girls on the front lines of 
change around the world. 

ITVS Online Social Screening Series 

Women and Girls Lead will host online 
social screenings throughout March. 

March 14, 2012: Taking Root

Taking Root tells the story of Kenyan Nobel 
Peace Prize Laureate Wangari Maathai. 
Learn more at womenandgirlslead.org. 

March 21, 2012: Troop 1500

Troop 1500 is the story of a Girl Scout 
troop whose mothers are serving 
time for serious crimes. Learn more at 
womenandgirlslead.org

March 28, 2012: Hip Hop: Beyond Beats 
and Rhymes

Hip Hop: Beyond Beats and Rhymes 
offers an in-depth look at manhood 
in hip-hop culture. Learn more at  
womenandgirlslead.org. 

itVs.org/women-and-girls-lead



about itVs
Mandated by Congress in 1988 and funded by the Corporation for Public 
Broadcasting, the Independent Television Service (ITVS) has brought 1,000 programs 
to date to American audiences. The Corporation for Public Broadcasting is a private 
corporation funded by the American people.

For more information about the Women and Girls Lead initiative, please contact Beatriz 
Castillo, beatriz_castillo@itvs.org.

Recent events

Campaign website launch. Women 
and Girls Lead unveiled their new dynamic 
campaign website on March 1. Featuring an 
interactive video mosaic, the website offers 
an array of short video content including 
profiles of women in leadership roles in 
communities nationwide, and interviews with 
luminaries and leading scholars. Visit the 
site at womenandgirlslead.org.

women and girls lead shorts. 
Launched in March on itvs.org/women-and-
girls-lead/campaign-shorts, these short 
videos profile American women who inspire 
us. The series, created for the web and 
TV, is a collaboration between husband-
and-wife filmmakers Carl and Betsy Crum, 
ITVS, and public television stations in 
Austin, Kansas City, and elsewhere. 

Media as an instrument for Change 

symposium. Maria Hinojosa, Friend of 
Women and Girls Lead and host of NPR’s 
Latino USA, gave an inspiring keynote 
address at the Women’s International 
Perspective event on March 4 at Monterey 
Peninsula College in California.

women lead: Public Media in the 21st 

Century. On March 7, Women and Girls 
Lead sponsored a panel at the Integrated 
Media Association Conference in Austin, 
TX. Facilitated by Maria Hinojosa, the panel 
looked at how women are transforming 
the landscape of public media, audience 
engagement, and new forms of storytelling.

welcome additions

The Friends of Women and Girls Lead 
proudly welcomes Pat Mitchell, President 
and CEO of The Paley Center for Media,  
and Loreen Arbus, an independent televi-
sion producer and philanthropist. 

We Still Live Here—Âs NutayuneânWomen and Girls Lead Mosaic

Upcoming Broadcasts

Independent Lens will air the Women and 
Girls Lead film We Still Live Here—Âs 
Nutayuneân beginning March 15 (check lo-
cal listing for times). The documentary tells 
the story of the return of the Wampanoag 
language, spurred on by an indomitable 
linguist named Jessie Little Doe. As part of 
ITVS’s Community Cinema program, the 
film will engage audiences at live screen-
ings in 100 U.S. markets. 

Pushing the Elephant will air starting 
March 22. A story of forgiveness, hope, 
and the joy of family life, the film captures 
one woman’s mission for peace in her 
country sieged by genocidal violence.

Women, War & Peace Hits 
Home

The five-part Women, War & Peace series, 
which premiered on PBS October 11, 
2011,  aimed to challenge the conventional 
wisdom that war and peace are men’s 
domain. The series included I Came to 
Testify, Pray the Devil Back to Hell, Peace 
Unveiled, The War We Are Living, and 
War Redefined.

As a whole, the five episodes totaled 
more than 12.6 million unique viewers. 
Separately, I Came to Testify garnered 
3.7 million viewers; Pray the Devil Back 
to Hell, 2.9 million; Peace Unveiled, 3.3 
million; The War We Are Living, 3.3 million; 
War Redefined, 3.4 million. 

in Production

Post-production of the PBS mini-series 
Half the Sky, scheduled for broadcast in 
2012, features Friends of Women and 
Girls Lead Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl 
WuDunn, is in full swing. The editors 
Howard Sharp, Donna Shepherd, and 
Jay Keuper completed rough cuts of six 
segments: Somaliland, India, Kenya, Sierra 
Leone, Vietnam, and Cambodia. 

Meanwhile, editors are creating 
online content for PBS.org and 
halftheskymovement.org websites. 
The content includes introductions to 
celebrities and activists, deleted scenes, 
and interviews with experts. Look for 
updates on this global production at ITVS.

org/women-and-girls-lead.

The third pillar program of Women and 

Girls Lead, Kind-Hearted Woman, will 

broadcast on PBS in 2013. By acclaimed 
documentary filmmaker David Sutherland 
(The Farmer’s Wife, Country Boys), the 
two-part film follows a Sioux woman’s 
life over the course of three years. Robin 
Charboneau struggles between saving her 
family and risking it all to help her North 
Dakota Indian community and abused 
women. With hundreds of hour of footage 
completed, Sutherland is now assembling 
a rough cut of the film  — his third set in 
rural America  — which should be finished 
by early summer of this year. 

Olivia Wilde and Nicholas Kristof


